CHAPTEE X.
GLYCERINE AS SOFTENING- SUBSTANCE.
OWING to its high boiling-point, glycerine in itself
belongs to those substances which evaporate with
great difficulty ; but it also possesses considerable hy-
groscopic qualities, that is it absorbs water from the
air or from those bodies with which it is brought
in contact. Therefore, if a wide vessel containing
glycerine is exposed to the air, the liquid therein
is increased because glycerine draws water from
the air.
If, then, a substance which, when exposed to the
air on drying becomes hard and brittle, is mixed with
a suitable quantity of glycerine, it can be kept soft
and supple for any desired length of time, and should
the substance in question be subject to decay, decay
can be arrested if glycerine is present in large quan-
tities. If glycerine is used in small quantities only,
decay of the substance in question can also be pre-
vented if in the glycerine an antiseptic substance,
such as carbolic acid, boric acid, salicylic acid, be dis-
solved.